RSV Parent Video – Kate
English Video Transcript

00:02.15 --> 00:06.89
[Copy on screen] Kate's RSV Story

00:07.85 --> 00:12.47
[Kate Knox] Hi, I’m Kate Knox, and this is my family’s RSV story.

00:13.12 --> 00:18.09
When one of my twins, Wesley, was 19 months old, he contracted RSV. 

00:18.50 --> 00:22.01 
This was in November, but at the time all of my kids were sick with something,

00:22.01 --> 00:24.54
so I thought “it’s just that time of the year.” 

00:24.82 --> 00:26.82
But he was definitely sicker. 

00:27.20 --> 00:33.04
He was up late 3 nights in a row with a fever just coughing, sometimes to the point of vomiting.

00:34.00 --> 00:38.26
By day 4 he wasn’t improving, so I took him to our family doctor, 

00:38.37 --> 00:42.97
and Wesley was initially diagnosed with an ear infection and prescribed antibiotics.

00:43.83 --> 00:50.16
Which seemed strange to me. This looked like something else, but I said ok, let’s see if he improves.

00:51.15 --> 00:57.63
But he didn’t. He was getting worse. He was lethargic, couldn’t sleep and was struggling to breathe. 

00:58.36 --> 01:00.06
I got really scared.

01:00.56 --> 01:03.99
I wasn’t sure what to do. So, I called my doctor again, 

01:04.01 --> 01:06.85
and he said to just wait and see if Wesley improved.

01:07.52 --> 01:13.30
But the more I looked at Wesley, and how much he was struggling to breathe, the more my sense of panic set in. 

01:13.94 --> 01:16.57
I looked at my husband and said, “this doesn’t feel right.” 

01:17.27 --> 01:21.47
So, we took him to a hospital, and he was very quickly admitted to an emergency room.

01:22.37 --> 01:26.44
They took his vitals and told us his oxygen levels weren’t good.

01:26.90 --> 01:32.08
I was terrified. They put an oxygen mask on him, hooked up an IV. 

01:32.13 --> 01:40.45
They also ran a test for RSV, but even before seeing the confirming results, the respiratory therapist told us “this is RSV”.

01:41.44 --> 01:45.25
I knew about RSV, but I never thought my kids would get it.

01:45.52 --> 01:50.45
I figured only newborns, smaller infants, or those with certain underlying conditions were at risk.

01:51.14 --> 01:54.74
Wesley was born at term, very healthy, very physically strong. 

01:55.38 --> 01:59.15
I thought even if he does get it, there’s no way he ends up in the hospital. 

01:59.16 --> 02:02.12
So, this was a big learning experience for me.

02:02.32 --> 02:08.53
He stayed three nights, which for me were three awful nights of worry and guilt over not bringing him sooner. 

02:09.05 --> 02:12.37
When we finally could take him home, his breathing still wasn’t great. 

02:12.54 --> 02:17.83
But the doctor assured us that all we could do was manage symptoms while he slowly improved. 

02:19.61 --> 02:25.11
And he did, but the whole process put a huge strain on our family. 

02:25.41 --> 02:28.69
We went in with just the clothes on our backs, no supplies.

02:29.79 --> 02:34.64
Thankfully, our extended family took care of our other kids, making sure they were ok,

02:34.79 --> 02:38.74
getting them to school, all that normal life stuff that gets disrupted. 

02:39.07 --> 02:42.25
I don’t know what a parent without this support system would have done.

02:42.46 --> 02:48.39
So, if there’s advice I could give to other parents, it would be to have RSV on your radar, 

02:48.44 --> 02:51.49
even if your child was born at term or is otherwise healthy.

02:51.75 --> 02:56.79
Learn about it, take preventative hygiene measures such as washing your hands regularly,

02:57.04 --> 03:04.27
know the symptoms, and take them to a hospital if it seems serious, especially if they’re having trouble breathing. 

03:05.05 --> 03:07.63
It’s not always just a cough.

03:09.08 --> 03:11.75
[Sanofi logo]

03:12.61 --> 03:19.18
[Copy on screen] Every patient’s experience is unique, so individual experiences may vary. This person was compensated for their time creating this video. Remember, your doctor is the best source of information, so be sure to ask your doctor any questions you may have.
